
JEN SCHRADIE, PHD 
 

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 

Digital Technology, Artificial Intelligence, Information Environment, Labor and Work, 
Inequalities, Ideologies, Institutions, Social Movements, Social Media, Social Class, Gender 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
2024-  Sciences Po Paris – Associate Professor, Center for Research on Social 

 Inequalities  
       2024-  International Panel on the Information Environment – Chair, AI and 

 Economic Inclusion Scientific Panel, Zurich, Switzerland 
2018-24 Sciences Po Paris – Assistant Professor, Center for Research on Social 

 Inequalities 
       2014-18 Institute for Advanced Study in Toulouse – Research Fellow, based at the 

   Toulouse School of Economics 
2017-18 Université de Toulouse – Research Fellow, Maison des Sciences de l'Homme et 

 de la Société    
2016   Oxford University – Visiting Fellow, Nuffield College,  
2014  University of California, Berkeley – Teaching Fellow, Berkeley Connect, 

 Department of Sociology 
2007  Harvard University – Teaching Fellow, Department of Sociology 
 

EDUCATION  

2014  University of California, Berkeley – Ph.D., Department of Sociology & Berkeley 
Center for New Media 

2009  University of California, Berkeley – M.A., Department of Sociology 

2007  Harvard University – M.P.A., Harvard Kennedy School,  
1989  Duke University – B.A., Public Policy Studies 
 

PUBLICATIONS  

Books – Peer Reviewed 
2022 L’illusion de la démocratie numérique : Internet est-il de droite ? Lausanne, 

 Switzerland: Quanto Press (New introduction/ translated 2019 HUP book) 
2019          The Revolution That Wasn’t: How Digital Activism Favors Conservatives 

 Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press 
 

Books – In Progress 
The Startup Divide: How France is failing to live up to its ideals 
 

Journal Articles – Peer Reviewed  
2021  “Context, Class and Community: A Methodological Framework for Studying 

 Labor Organizing and Digital Unionizing,” Information, Communication & 
 Society 24 (5), 700-716  

2020   “The Great Equalizer Reproduces Inequality: How the Digital Divide is a Class 
 Power Divide.” Political Power and Social Theory 37: 81-100 

2020  “The ‘Eye of the Hurricane’ Paradox: An Unexpected and Unequal Rise of Well 
 Being During the Covid-19 Lockdown in France,” Co-authors: E. Recchi, 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VcBGaGRznjHPCPFdZhc-KHudggHxbHrL/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Q0xy0SD9tT3-RtiGgs7h96CV3USmqCH/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Q0xy0SD9tT3-RtiGgs7h96CV3USmqCH/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JoZdeMMTC-k0dV14SsbUmr7M354ZAr89/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JoZdeMMTC-k0dV14SsbUmr7M354ZAr89/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s3tzTMXmFmt5h7pL-E6Wti9iMQ2luukf/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s3tzTMXmFmt5h7pL-E6Wti9iMQ2luukf/view?usp=drive_link
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 E. Ferragina, E. Helmeid, S. Pauly, M. Safi, and N. Sauger, Research in Social 
 Stratification and Mobility, 68, August 

2018  “The Digital Activism Gap: How Class and Costs Shape Online Collective      
 Action,” Social Problems 65(1):51-74 

2018 “Moral Monday is More Than a Hashtag: The Strong Ties of Social Movement 
 Emergence in the Digital Era,” Social Media + Society, January-March: 1-13 

2015       “Political Ideology, Social Media, and Labor Unions: Using the Internet to Reach   
    the Powerful or Mobilize the Powerless?” International Journal of 

 Communication 9:1985–2006 
2015 “The Gendered Digital Production Gap: The Inequalities of Affluence,” 

 Communication and Information Technologies Annual: Politics, Participation, 
 and Production 9:185–213 

2012 “The Trend of Class, Race, and Ethnicity in Social Media Inequality: Who Still 
 Can’t Afford to Blog?” Information, Communication & Society 15(4):1–17 

2011 “The Digital Production Gap: The Digital Divide and Web 2.0 Collide.” Poetics 
 39(2):145–68 

 

Journal Articles – In Progress 
“Startup Nation: French Tech and the Welfare State Paradox” 
“Pitching Gender Ideologies in France and the United States: Leaning into Femininity for 

Legitimacy” with Laura K. Nelson and Alexia Vallenas Wiesse  
 “Way Beyond Twitter: From Top-Down APIs to Bottom-Up Digital Data Donation” with 

Isabelle Langrock, International Communication Association Conference (2025) 
“Educated Men Aren’t Bowling Alone: Loneliness, Community, and Technology in France 
 and the U.S.,” with Isabelle Langrock, International Conference for 
 Computational Social Science (2025)  
“From Liberté to Free Speech: How Political Context Shapes Support for Disinformation 

Regulation,” with Isabelle Langrock, American Sociological Association 
Conference (2025)  

 

Research Commentaries  
2024   “Bridging the Generative AI Gap: Participation, Perception, and Representation 

Inequalities with Artificial Intelligence Content,” Comprendre son temps 
2023  “Don't Look Up: Watch Your (Two) Step with a Bottom-Up Approach to 

 Disinformation Research,” Bulletin of Technology and Public Life, January 
2020   "’Give me Liberty or Give me Covid19’: Anti-Lockdown Protesters Were Not 

 Simply Trump Puppets,” Communication and the Public. 5 (3-4): 126-128 
 

Edited Volume Chapters  
2021  “The Digital Production Gap in the Algorithmic Era,” with Liam Bekirsky, The  
   Oxford Handbook of Digital Media Sociology, Edited by D. A. Rohlinger &  
   S. Sobieraj. Pp 567-585 
2017 “Beyond the Hashtag: Big Data is Too Small with Class Inequality,” in Media and 

 Class, Edited by J. Deery and A. Press. Taylor & Francis. Pp 200-213  
2015  “Silicon Valley Ideology and Class Inequality: A Virtual Poll Tax on Digital 

 Politics,” in Handbook of Digital Politics, edited by D. Freelon and S. 
 Coleman, Pp. 67–84, Edward Elgar 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MulDkueTQ1hyFdzx0srdvFHSyYdwZEPm/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MulDkueTQ1hyFdzx0srdvFHSyYdwZEPm/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ucx9X3kb-feQ64vzGFE-eBwDCn3W9S98/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ucx9X3kb-feQ64vzGFE-eBwDCn3W9S98/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cgThf-H-9WAKEdbvpwRV0kNyKfuZRwJp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cgThf-H-9WAKEdbvpwRV0kNyKfuZRwJp/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17OeykstyHtZEG6Wtpe0BAnXfAVgG8Ibt/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/160o27Zf2dQAqlClJBHhLpwPu2CoOnoQ6/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/160o27Zf2dQAqlClJBHhLpwPu2CoOnoQ6/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EO6yWhd9U02cEAk-vzCIGR5ggH-iAYhD/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rc6GRGGVLXwp-H85iLLNi_W8VCy7IHzV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rc6GRGGVLXwp-H85iLLNi_W8VCy7IHzV/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rs34R_tzp1J-BPcSaHlQsWl5wcQ3iehk/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rs34R_tzp1J-BPcSaHlQsWl5wcQ3iehk/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Md6J6WSsschZiGtm_OCUWmhFyb5cqDMU/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VjkM3kRL7IsXsTWFV81A0hjkTsbPcSAA/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XIjacNeEpsIuHMmpXpQlfharDyukebwy/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XIjacNeEpsIuHMmpXpQlfharDyukebwy/view?usp=drive_link
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PUBLIC WRITING  

2024  “Entre les mains d’Elon Musk, X n’est plus seulement un réseau social, mais une 
 arme,” Le Monde, November 4, 2024 

2022  “Ukranians are rallying global support via social media. But don’t call it a TikTok 
 war,” Monkey Cage, The Washington Post, March 24 

2022  “Behind French election tweets, the far right is hidden in plain sight,” The 
 Conversation, April 8 

2020 “Trump says Twitter favors the left. He's wrong — it actually benefits the right,”  
  NBC Think, June 1 
2015  “Les actions politiques d’ampleur ne naissent jamais en ligne,” Libération, 

 November 24 
2015 “Five reasons why online Big Data is Bad Data for Researching 

 Social Movements,” Mobilizing Ideas, April 2 
2014 “Bringing the Organization Back In - Social Media and Social Movements,”   
   Berkeley Journal of Sociology, November 3 
2014 “Is Moral Monday the Tortoise and Occupy the Hare?” Mobilizing Ideas, April 28 
2013   “Big Data Not Big Enough? How the Digital Divide Leaves People out,” PBS  

  MediaShift, July 31 
2011   “Class Struggle: Tech won’t end the digital divide,” Columbia Journalism Review.  

  November 14                  
2011   “Why Tents (Still) Matter for the Occupy Movement,” Common Dreams, Featured 

 View, November 24 (American Ethnologist citation, May 2012) 
 

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS    

2022-26  Agence Nationale de la Recherche (ANR), Principal Investigator (€426,281) –  
2022-25 McCourt Foundation, Principal Investigator (€324,000)  
2020  Agence Nationale de la Recherche (ANR), PI : E. Recchi (€198,396) 
2019  Scientific Advisory Board, Direction Scientifique, Sciences Po (€60,000) 
2017  AXA Research Fund (€130,000) 
2017  European Research Commission – listed partner with MSHS-T & seven other 

research institutes (€730,000 total) 
2013  Mike Synar Fellowship, Berkeley Institute of Governmental Studies ($3000) 
2012  National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant ($8000) 
2008  Jacob K. Javits Fellowship ($120,000) 
2006  Lewis Freedman & Frederick Roy Martin Scholarship for Journalism Study,  
   Harvard Kennedy School (tuition) 
 

AWARDS & HONORS 

2021  European Research Council Grant Finalist 
2021  American Sociological Association’s Book Forum Selection  
2020  Charles Tilly Distinguished Contribution to Scholarship Book Award, Collective 

 Behavior and Social Movements, American Sociological Association’s Section  
2020  Outstanding Book Award, ACSJ, International Communication Association 
2020  Best Paper Award, American Sociological Association, CITAMS 
2019  Best Journal Article, American Sociological Association’s Marxist Section 
2014  Coiner Award for Best Dissertation, Working Class Studies  Association, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/03/24/ukraine-tiktok-social-media-disinformation/?utm_source=etarget&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=OSC_Express_20222
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/03/24/ukraine-tiktok-social-media-disinformation/?utm_source=etarget&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=OSC_Express_20222
https://theconversation.com/behind-french-election-tweets-the-far-right-is-hidden-in-plain-sight-180819?utm_source=etarget&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=OSC_Express_20223
https://mobilizingideas.wordpress.com/2015/04/02/5-reasons-why-online-big-data-is-bad-data-for-researching-social-movements/
https://mobilizingideas.wordpress.com/2015/04/02/5-reasons-why-online-big-data-is-bad-data-for-researching-social-movements/
http://www.commondreams.org/view/2011/11/24-1
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1548-1425.2012.01362.x/full
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2014  Graduate Student Paper Award, International Communication Association, 
 Philosophy, Theory and Critique 

2014  Herbert Blumer Best Paper Prize, Department of Sociology, UC Berkeley 
2014  Young Scholar in Social Movements, Center for the Study of Social Movements,

 University of Notre Dame 
2012  Alumni Prize in Public Sociology, UC Berkeley 
2011  The Jaeger Award for Best Student Paper, UC Berkeley Department of Sociology  
 

PRESENTATIONS 

Invited Talks 
2025  “Démocratie numérique ou démocratie diminuée ? France et États Unis face à 

 l’IA et aux infox,” LabEx SMS, Université Toulouse 
2025  “Shiny Objects, Dull Theories, and the Copernican Trap,” Media Lab, Paris 
2024  “The GenAI Gap – Old Inequalities in Shiny New Objects,” Launch of the Open 

 Institute for Digital Transformations, Sciences Po, Paris 
2024  “Large Language Models are Too Small: GenAI Gaps,” Keynote Speaker at the 

 Nordic Sociological Association, Norrköping, Sweden  
2023  “De la contre-culture à la cyberculture,” Speaker for Fred Turner’s 10th 

 Anniversary of his book’s French Edition, Centre Internet et Société 
2022  “Web3 & Online Content” Speaker and Panelist, McCourt Institute Spotlight 

 Event, Unfinished Live, New York City 
2022   “Don’t Look Up: Bottom-Up Factors in Disinformation,” Keynote Speaker:

 Institute for Advanced Study in Toulouse 
2020 “American Elections in a French Context,” Startup Sesame, Paris 
2020 “How to Build Community,” University of Rome Tor Vergata, Italy 
2019 “Computational Social Sciences and Digital Inequality,” The National Academy of 

 Sciences, Washington, DC 
2019  “Dématérialisation des services publics : va-t-on vraiment y gagner ?” On stage at 

 Futurapolis, Le Point, Toulouse 
2019  “Society in a data-driven world – Ensuring no one is left behind,” Address to 

 National Statisticians, OECD, Paris  
2018  “Digital Boots on the Ground: Stop Blaming Trump, Putin and Zuckerberg,”  
   Keynote Speaker, Media Sociology, ASA, Philadelphia 
2017 “Race, Class and Fear: Digital Inequality and Southern Labor Unions,” University 

of Lausanne, Institute of Political, Historical and International Studies 
2017  “Risky Laws: How the State Shapes Digital Entrepreneurs,” European Network 

 on Digital Labour, University of Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium 
2017  “Innovation Labor: Risk and Entrepreneurship in the Digital Economy,” 

 European Network on Digital Labour, Télécom ParisTech, Paris 
2016  “Networked Individualism or Digital Bureaucracy? Social Movements in the 

 Internet Era,” Université Toulouse, April 1 
2016  “The Digital Labor of Online Activism: How Bureaucracy and Social Media Work 

 Together,” Nuffield College,  University of Oxford, Oxford 
2015 “Don’t Throw the Organizational Baby Out with the Bathwater,” Goldsmiths, 

 University of London 
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2015         “The Labor of Democracy and the False Promise of Digital Activism,” Center for 
 Media, Data and Society, Central European University School of Public Policy, 
 Budapest, Hungary 

 

Invited Book Talks: The Revolution That Wasn’t  |L’illusion de la démocratie numérique  
2024  Centre Internet et Société CNRS, Paris, France 
2022  Orange Research Labs, Orange Gardens, Châtillon 
2021  Social Science Foo, Palo Alto, California 
2021  Centre pour l'étude de la citoyenneté démocratique | Centre for the Study of  
   Democratic Citizenship, Montreal 
2021  Yale University, Center for Empirical Research on Stratification and Inequality  
2021  Université de Technologie de Compiègne (UTC), Séminaire Participation et  
   citoyenneté numériques du Centre Internet et Société (CNRS) 
2021  DigiLabour Conversations, Unisinos University, Brazil 
2020 Syracuse University, Maxwell School and Sociology Department 
2020 University of Pennsylvania, Center on Digital Culture and Society  
2020 University of San Francisco, Department of Media Studies 
2020 University of California, Berkeley, CITRIS and Berkeley Center for New Media 
2020 Stanford University, Digital Civil Society Lab 
2020 UC Santa Barbara, Center for Information Technology & Society, the 

 Departments of Communication and Film and Media Studies 
2020 American University, School of Communication 
2020 University of Maryland, Department of Sociology 
2020 George Washington University School of Media and Public Affairs 
2020 Renaissance Numérique, Le Tank, Spintank and Aux  Sources Du Numérique 
2019  Princeton University, Department of Sociology 
2019  Columbia University, Graduate School of Journalism, New York 
2019  New York University, Institute for Public Knowledge, New York 
2019  UNC, Chapel Hill, Center for Technology, Information, and Public Life, Chapel Hill 
2019 Tufts University, the Departments of Sociology and Political Science 
2019  Northeastern University, NULab and Department of Sociology & Anthropology 
2019  Harvard University, Berkman Klein Center for Internet & Society, October 21 
2019  UMass Amherst, Department of Journalism, Communication, and Political 

 Science and the Institute for Social Science Research 
2019  Quail Ridge Books, Raleigh, North Carolina 
2019  OECD Forum, Meet the Author, Head of the Open Government Unit, Paris 
2019  Paris Sorbonne, Le séminaire d’analyse des Structures et des Processus Sociaux 
2019  EHESS, Institut des Systèmes Complexes, Paris 
 

TEACHING 

AI and Sociology 
Startup Nations: Entrepreneurship, Technology, and the State 
Digital Media and Data in Society 
Digital Inequality: Participation, Production, and Pluralism in the Internet Era  
 

SERVICE 
2025-  Member, AI Committee, Sciences Po Paris 

https://cis.cnrs.fr/seminaire-participation-et-citoyennete-numeriques/?utm_source=etarget&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=OSC_Express_20212
https://cis.cnrs.fr/seminaire-participation-et-citoyennete-numeriques/?utm_source=etarget&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=OSC_Express_20212
https://www.oecd.org/forum/programme/#!143702
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2020-23 Director of Undergraduate Studies/Référente Collège, Department of Sociology 
2021  Scientific Committee Member, Oxford and Sciences Po (OxPo) Exchange Program 
2023-25 Editorial Board Member, American Sociological Review 
2022-25 Editorial Board Member, International Journal of Press/Politics 
2022  Co-Organizer, International Communication Association, Media Sociology 

 Conference, Paris 
2019          Advisory Presenter, The National Academy of Sciences, Computational Social  
  Science 
2017  Co-organizer, the European Network on Digital Labor 
2016  Co-Chair, Conference: “Freedom and Control of Digital Expression,” Institute for 

 Advanced Study in Toulouse and Digital Chair, Toulouse School of Economics 
2012-13 Chair, Digital Society in Context Lecture Series, Berkeley Center for New Media 
 

DOCUMENTARY  FILM  DIRECTING 

2000  The Golf War: a story of land, golf and revolution in the Philippines, Producer &  
   Co-Director. Cited in 5 academic books and 3 academic journals; Purchased  
   by over 200 universities; Winner of 22 Film Festivals Awards; Grants from  
  Michael Moore, Paul Robeson Fund, and the Puffin Foundation 
1997  Housekeepers: Inconvenient Heroes, Producer & Co-Director, PBS - UNCTV 
1995  Fruit of Labor: Inspire the Struggle, Producer & Director 
 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS 

1990-06 Independent Documentary Filmmaker, Anthill Productions, San Francisco,  
   California and Durham, North Carolina 
2001-03  Instructor, Bay Area Video Coalition: “Grassroots Distribution of Social Issue  
   Documentaries,” San Francisco, California 
1994-97 Producer/Director, North Carolina Agency for Telecommunications, Raleigh,  
   North Carolina 
 

NEWS  MEDIA  COVERAGE, INTERVIEWS, & PROFILES 
Newspaper – Print and Online 
Le Monde, NBC News, The Atlantic, McClean’s, Kirkus, Newsweek, Wired, Market Watch, 
Kirkus, WIRED, Times Higher Education, TechCrunch, Vox, The Verge, CNN, The Daily Beast, 
The New Yorker, Washington Post, Agence France-Presse, TIME, San Jose Mercury News, 
United Press Interational. 
 

Radio 
KCBS Bay Area Radio, WUNC Radio, BBC Radio 4, Detroit Public Radio KPFA, RTS Radio, CBS 
Radio, BBC World Service NewsDay, France Inter 
 

Television 
BBC TV, France 24, NBC Universal Television  
 
 


